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Subject: Social Studies              Country: USA 
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UNIT SUMMARY:  

New Jersey was now part of the new, independent country of the United States.  The people 

of this young state faced many challenges.  Students will discover how New Jerseyans 

began to meet these challenges.  

 

UNIT RESOURCES: 

New Jersey: Adventures in Time and Place 

- Chapter 5: The American Revolution 

- Chapter 6: Building the Garden State 

 

 

Internet Resource Links: 

 

 STAGE ONE 

GOALS AND STANDARDS: 

1. Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at  

the local and national levels of United States government. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.3 
          

2. Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations  

of fundamental rights. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.9      
          

3. Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country  

depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national,  

and global levels. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.11      

   
 

       



4. Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and  

determine when the information may be useful. NJCCCS 6.1.4.B.1   
          

5. Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources.   
          

6. Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their  

communities. NJCCCS 6.1.4.C.1      
          

7. Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence  

decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations. NJCCCS 6.1.4.C.2 
          

8. Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives. NJCCCS 6.1.4.C.10 
          

9. Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey.  

NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.4             
 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

1. Humans have natural rights including life, liberty, and 
property. (see attached) 

2. The Declaration of Independence was written to explain why the colonists wanted to 
separate from Britain and identifies the natural rights of citizens.   (Chapter 5 / Lesson 1   pages 
106-111) 

3.  The regional geography of NJ played a crucial role in the American Revolution and the survival 
of the Continental Army.  (Chapter 5 / Lesson 2 pages 116-123) 
 
4.  Key historical events, documents,  individuals and choice made led to the development of our  
nation.   (Chapter 5  pages 112-113) (see attached) (Chapter 5  Lesson 3  pages 126-129 continued 
in Unit Four) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

 
1.  What causes people to rebel? 
2. What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence and 
what has been its enduring impact?  
3. Why was New Jersey's location significant in the significant in the 
American Revolutionary War? 
 4. How did the decisions of individuals and groups influence the 
creation of New Jersey and United States? 

5.  How have events of the past shaped the present? 

    
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS: 

STAGE TWO 

PERFORMANCE TASKS: 

* Act out or create a debate explaining why being a patriot/loyalist is a good decision.  

Or write a persuasive essay convincing other colonists to be a loyalist or patriot.  

* Place pins on a Google map where key battles of the Revolution happened. 

*Create a map of key places. http://mrnussbaum.com/amrevolution/revolutionary_war_map/ 

*Oral or written responses to several of the essential questions.   

*Live the Revolution found at: http://www.mission-us.org/ Students can play the role playing game  

and then write about their journey being a Patriot.    

*Hey, King: Get Off Our Backs! iCivics Lesson found at:     

http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/hey-king-get-our-backs   

* A series of materials and worksheets that go over why the colonists were angry with Great Britain  

and what they did about it. (Need to create login for free materials)   

*When Washington Crossed the Delaware by Lynne Cheney A Read-Aloud book that tells the  

stories of the Battle of Trenton and the Battle of Princeton    

*The Road to War Presentation found at:     

https://sites.google.com/a/jefftwp.org/ssgrade4/rev-war-presentation 

*Battlefield New Jersey Presentation found at:     

https://sites.google.com/a/jefftwp.org/ssgrade4/battlefield-nj-presentation 
 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STAGE THREE 

LEARNING PLAN: 

*What causes people to rebel?      

*What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence and what has been its enduring impact? 

*Why was New Jersey’s location significant in the American Revolutionary War? 

*What Revolutionary War Battles took place in New Jersey? What were the battle strategies  

and outcomes?        

*How did the decisions of individuals and groups influence the creation of New Jersey and  

United States?        

*How have events of the past shaped the present?    
          

Key Vocabulary: French and Indian War, ally, tax, Stamp Act, militia, American Revolution,  

Declaration of Independence, minutemen, Loyalist, Patriot, Quartering Act, Townshend Act, 

Continental Army, Hessian, treason, convention, New Jersey Plan, compromise, ratify, strategy 

Bill of Rights.        
          

Key People: Charles Townshend, William Franklin, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 

John Witherspoon, Benjamin Franklin, Charles Cornwallis, Mary Ludwig-Hays , Colonel Tye,  

James Forten, Abraham Clark, Richard Stockton, William Paterson   
          

Integrate Geography:  Identify places where major protests against Great Britain occurred,  

 identify places where Revolutionary battles took place in New Jersey, discuss how geography 

contributed to strategies, wins, losses, and challenges in the war   
 


